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By Jeff McConnei]
lSpecml to the Gk

| her t arrest of Navy ter-
i ror analyst Jonathan
‘ Jay%ualfard for spying for Is-
raekpgon the United States,
Isrfel's most important

[
‘any, has put a gew spotlight on spying

among friends. However, there is a relat-
ed problem that.is deeper and more
troubling: the oeeastonal collusion -
lsometimes deliberate, sometimes inad-
vertent - between Amertcan intelligence
agencies and the intelligence and securt-
ty services of “{riendly” countries.

That collusiun ean take two forms. In
the first. American intelligence agencles
cither directly assist or passively toler-
ate intelligence activities by agents of
foreign governments operating in the
United States. In the second. American
agents ¢xchange intelligence on rest
dents of this country with lureign gov-
ernments. In botn instaners, the prac-
tices often viojate e consiitutional
kr;'lghts of US restdents.

Between 1981 and 19863, a federal
| grand jury secretly investigated the ac-
tivities of US-based opponents of Philip-

probe was prompted by allegations by
! the Marcos government that the disst-
dents had links to a campaign of bomb-
ings that had rocked Mantila in late
1980. According to'a US government af-
{idavit recently filed in Washington, the
main target of this investigation was
the Movement for a Free Phtlippines, an
organization of moderate anti-Marcos
activists. -According to other accounts,
another target was the late Benlgno
Aquino, who allegedly had ties to several
MFP members. Aquino was the most
prominent anti-Mareos activist and was
assassinated in August 1983 on his re-
rurn to Manila after three vears of self-
inposed extle in the Uniled States. The
grand jury lnvestigation, the alfidavit
asserts, was suspended without indict-
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Freedoms. imperiled by CIA’s links with ‘friends’

ments shortly after Aquino’s murder. Yet
even before a determination had been

made over the sufficiency of evidence for .

indictments, the Justice Department re-

portedly shared FBI files on the MFP-.
probe with Marcos’ martial law regime. .

Among these files were said to be docu-
ments seized tn an FBI raid on the San
Francisco home of Steve Psinakis, a for-
mer MFP officer.

The San Francisco Chronicle reported
that photocopies of some of those dbon-
ments were forwarded to Gen. Fabian

Ver, then chief of staff of the Philippine

armed forces and formerly head of Mar-
cos' personal intelligence unit, the Presi-
dential Security Command.

Apparently among the information
passed on to the Marcos regime was confl-
dential. noncriminal information on anti-
Marcos activists based in this country.
Psinakis charged in a recent interview
that a list of MFP activists inside the Phil-
ippines also found its way to Ver. He said
that some on this list were subsequently
arrested and that twb have disappeared.

1978 Esmail case

Psinakis' charge cannot be verified.
There are precedents, however. Between
1968 and 1974, the CIA and the FBI car-

pine President Ferdinand Marcos. The frjeq out Operation CHAOS, a spy oper-

ation against American political actlvists
with international ties. Throughout the
duration of CHAOS, the US government
frequently exchanged data on targeted in-
dividuals with “‘friendly’ intelligence ser-
vices. it also requested clandestine oper-
ations against them. One CHAOS target.
Abdeen Jabara, learned during a lawsuit
settled tn 1984, after a decade of litiga-
tion. that the FBI had supplied noncri-
minal material about him to three foreign
governments. The Bureau promised. as
part of the settlement, to attempt to re-
trieve that material.
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In 1978, the FBI briefed the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee in executive session on
the case of Sami Esmail, a US citizen then
attending Michigan State. Esmail had
been seized and imprisoned shortly after
arriving In Israel to visit his dying father.
with, and con-
victed of, membership in a Palestinian or-
ganization outlawed in Israel.

Jabara; who was Esmail’s attorney,
had suspicions resulting from his own
case that, even though Esmail had done

nothing illegal in the United States, the

FBI had transmitted informdtion about
Esmail to Mossad, the Israelt intelligence
gervice, some time prior to his departure
for Israel. Jabara contacted James
Abourezk, then senator from South Dako-
ta, who arranged the executive session
hearing. :

The Justice Department confirmed Ja-
bara’s suspicions. When Abourezk ques-
tioned them on the FBI's authority to
transmit this kind of noncriminai infor-
mation,”” department officials acknowl-
edged the noncriminal nature of the in-
formation conveyed but held they had
had the authority to do so based on de-
partment guidelines and a prestdential
executive order governing liaison rela-

‘tionships with foreign services.

"“They sent up their top counterterror-
ism guy,” Abourezk recalled recently.

“*They [the FBI] had information that [Es-

mall] was on his way and gave it to the
Israelis. But they said the Israelis sald
they already knew.” In this way, Abour-
ezk contended, the FBI sought to deflect

_responsibility for Esmail’s arrest. But he

emphasized that the FBI “volunteered the
information - Mossad did not ask.”

Congressional investigations in the
mid-1970s into Operation CHAO$ and
other cases in which the FBI and the CIA
disregarded constitutional guarantees on
freedom of speech and political activity
went a long way toward ending purely do-
mestic abuses. But collusion by American
agencles with ‘‘friendly’ services re-
mained a piece of unfinished business.

The work by Congress led presidents
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